
From the bottom left corner, football players D’Andre Miles, Trent Bowsher, Alex Parra, Ezekier (Tre) Breaziel, Jalen Lee 
and Justin White huddle up before their first stadium game (Photo taken by Alexis Lee).

Football players unite to protect their home stadium

D’Andre Miles
“Memorable”

Stories by Payton Romans
After recommendations from head 

football coach Matt Henninger, six play-
ers emerged. Selected PM member de-
scribed their own individual story during 
their four seasons. They had their own 
reasons for joining the team, as well as 

Jalen Lee
“Exciting”

Tre Breaziel
“Enjoy It”

Alex Parra
“Anything’s 
Possible”

Trent Bowsher
“Blessed”

Justin  White
“Epic”

having fun with their ‘Falcon brothers’. 
Each described their thoughts about the 
upcoming season with a few words. The 
Falcons are hyped to play their first real 
home game at the new stadium. In the 
following player profiles, personal plans 
for the season are depicted.

With all the 
hype of the new 
stadium being built 
and a new focus 
on the football 
team, the players 

Senior Alex 
Parra is head-
ing into the new 
season with high 
hopes of growth 

as an individual as well as a team mem-
ber. He joined in 7th grade to be closer 
with his football friends who were also 
trying out. After five years of bonding with 
his team, he’s now a family man.

“The people you play with turn into 
family. When you become family, you 
guys have one goal. To win every game, 
to compete with each other, to love each 
other no matter what.” 

He calls the newly built stadium a 
new home for the football team to defend 
and protect. 

Parra works to help his teammates 
improve and stay energized, especially 
during long practices.
 Football coach Matt Henninger de-
scribes Parra as a hard-working player 
and an overall great kid.

Sitting in his 
living room with a 
cheering dad be-
hind him, second 
grader D’Andre 
Miles sat with 
wide eyes glued 

to the TV screen watching Terrell Owens, 
then wide receiver for the Dallas Cow-
boys. 

After seeing a big play and the 
crowd’s thunderous applause for Owens, 
Miles knew he wanted to be like him. And 
that’s where it all started.

Miles, now a senior, faces his last 
season of high school football. He wants 
to go out successful, and build up all of 
the younger players so his impact will last 
even when he’s gone.

“In this last season I just want to 
have some fun with my Falcon brothers. 
I’d do anything for them and they’d do 
anything for me.”

Like most players, Miles is close 
with his family. They’ve supported his 
football and basketball endeavors since 
he began in grade school. His father at-
tends every game; and his mother, who 
lives in Cleveland, is traveling to see 
Miles’ last first game of the season. 

However, Miles is hopeful that foot-
ball will be part of his college life too. He 
wants to go to St. Francis University, 
Marian University or the University of 
Indianapolis, and play another four sea-
sons.

For senior 
Jalen Lee, football 
isn’t just for enter-
tainment or even 
competition. It’s a 
lifestyle. 

“It teaches 
you a lot about life, how to work with 
people and personally, it’s taught me a lot 
about myself.”

Starting high school, Lee said he 
wasn’t the most confident guy. He didn’t 
trust his own opinions or think of himself 
as a leader, but that all changed with 
football. The other guys have made him 
a better person and more outgoing, he 
said. Lee thanks his team for pulling him 
out of his shell. 

Football for Lee is also an escape 
from being a typical teen, including the 
stress of demanding classes, family ar-
guments and Link Crew.

don’t want to let any of the Falcon fans 
down. 

Senior Justin White is an offensive 
lineman for Perry’s football team with 
over 10 years of experience. Besides 
his dad playing with him in the backyard 
when he was younger, White started 
playing for his elementary school’s foot-
ball team in second grade and has stuck 

Senior Ezeki-
er “Tre” Breaziel 
is the third Eze-
kier to represent 
the Breaziel family 
name and the sec-

ond to play on the PM football team.
His older cousin Ezekier Breaziel 

played for the team eight years ago, in-
spiring Tre to join the sport.

Breaziel  said he hates to lose, and 
strives to motivate other teammates with 
his energy and high spirits. He’s a three-
sport athlete, participating in track and 
wrestling, too. 

“It’s definitely bringing a lot of excite-
ment; everyone is looking forward to it. 
Especially for that first game.” 

The senior is working hard to make 
the entire season successful because 
he doesn’t want this one to be his last 
year playing on a school team. A winning 
season could lead to college football of-
fers, he said. That’s why he’s waiting to 
choose a particular college.

Senior Trent 
Bowsher bal-
ances on the edge 
of excitement and 
worry, observing 
fans’ high expec-

tations for a big win.
“We’re really building our own cul-

ture,” Bowsher said. “It’s exciting but I’m 
really nervous because this year there’s 
going to be a lot more people.” He feels 
the weight of playing well for alumni who 
never had a home field and setting the 
bar high for future players to meet.

Still Bowsher is thankful for all the 
positive feedback from his peers. He 
can’t wait for that first night to look up into 
the new stands to see everyone cheer-
ing. 

“When you look into the stands and 
there’s a lot more people up there, it feels 
better inside. If the student section has 
high energy and a bunch of people come 
to the game, you actually feel like you’re 
doing something for the school.”

“Football is a differ-
ent kind of game. You’re           
always sacrificing yourself 
for everyone around you.”

Being a part of the team has given 
Lee a sense of identity, and he hopes 
that the same will happen for his team 
of brothers, now that “...we have a 
home to defend.” 

with the sport ever since. 
“I think it’s something I’ve acquired. I 

love being a part of the football team be-
cause it’s a bond with all the other guys, 
it’s a way to let out aggression and the 
coaches are great.” 

Like most students at Perry, White 
is pulled in different social and academic 
directions. Football practice is four times 
a week along with games on Fridays, but 
White knowingly accepts his responsibili-
ties. He balances football with active par-
ticipation in church and three AP classes.

White looks at the new stadium as 
an avenue to make the team better and 
peers forward to tonight’s game, where 
his whole family will be there to cheer for 
him.


