
By Sydney Mathis
Perry Township administrators 

have no plans to implement e-Days in 
the district, according to Superintendent 
Patrick Mapes.

An e-Day means students work 
from home on school assignments in-
stead of taking a snow day and having to 
make it up on a holiday or vacation day. 

“There are so many factors that go 
into doing e-Days. We do not have the 
ability for first graders through eighth 
graders to take their devices home,” 
Mapes says.
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 “Not only that, but not everyone 
has Internet access. We haven’t yet 
done a count to see what percentage 
does and doesn’t. On top of that, there 
are different platforms being used. 
Sixty percent of our teachers are using 
Canvas, while some are using Google 
Classroom or other programs. For the 
younger students, not all the parents 
know how these programs work.”

Some Indiana districts use e-Days. 
“Schools like Cathedral and Car-

mel have e-Days and it seems to work 
for them,” says Madison Anthony, a 

junior who would like to see Perry adopt 
the program. 

Zionsville uses them as part of its 
regular routine, not limited to snow days. 
They scheduled four this year, and the 
district’s chief technology officer said 
they were successful. 

“Our teachers have done a tremen-
dous job using Canvas as part of their 
normal school day so the e-Day was 
pretty seamless,” says junior Daniel 
Layton.

But he called it “a very large un-
dertaking” that took several years to 
perfect.

“Teachers place assignments in 
many different forms that best fit their 
classrooms’ needs on Canvas prior to 
9 a.m. on the e-Day. Typically students 
have to show their work in one manner 
or another, whether it is participating in a 
discussion forum, a quiz or turning in an 
assignment to a virtual drop box.”

Senior Karly Fraker and sopho-
more Avery Flipowicz both have 
friends from Avon and Zionsville who 
seem to enjoy e-Days. 

“I think it’d be the coolest and most 
efficient way to do things,” Flipowicz 
says. “We basically do everything on-
line, anyways. We could learn while still 
being cozy in our beds!”

Mapes says e-Days simply isn’t 
quality teaching.

“A lot of lessons here with teachers 
are interactive and they try to work with 
children as much as possible, and you 
can’t replicate that with e-learning.”

He examined one program in 
Shelby County and did not think it was 
effective. “At Triton Central High School 
in Fairland, they did e-Days, where the 
students would download a bunch of 
worksheets onto their devices,” says 
Mapes. “However, I don’t see the point 
in busy work because then there is no 

progress being made.”
Besides, some classes just can’t 

model at home what happens in a 
classroom lab. “For things like biology 
classes, that are more interactive, what 
are they supposed to do? No one has a 
beaker at home,” Mapes jokes. 

But making up a snow day on a 
holiday or vacation day can be a waste 
of time, says junior Ryan Bryant. “It 
doesn’t bring more education like when 
we had two extra school days during 
spring break. We literally did little-to-
nothing in class.”

How do the kids with e-Days who 
can’t afford Internet access do their 

work online? Consider: Perry’s free-
and-reduced lunch percentage is 70 
percent compared to 5.2 percent for Zi-
onsville schools.

At Zionsville, before a scheduled e-
day, educators help low-income families 
find a program that can pay for Internet 
access, Layton says. They also open up 
school facilities to provide computer ac-
cess after hours to help students without 
WiFi make up work. 

The problem with this, says Mapes, 
is that transportation will always be an 
issue. “It is almost a burden on families 
to have them come back to get their chil-
dren after school hours because the e-

Day wasn’t successful.”
Fraker said e-Days might be a 

good back-up for extreme winter events.
“I think e-Days would be incred-

ibly beneficial during winters where the 
school is shut down for an extensive pe-
riod of time due to a blizzard.” 

Mapes says e-Days aren’t up for 
debate.

“The decision is made. We are not 
equipped to do e-Days right now.”

“I just want everyone to understand 
that our first and foremost thoughts are 
just to transport everyone safely, and 
cancel if deemed necessary for safety 
as well.”
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