
Morgan strikes in new season

Senior Alex ‘Captain’ Morgan holds his bowling ball up and away from his 
body. Holding back a grimace, Captain relishes in exerting his muscles for 
the camera (Photo by Adam Crozier).

Camping with vile critters
By : Allie Wooton

Between spring 2016 and spring 
2017, nearly 47 million Americans went 
camping, according to The Statistics 
Portal. 

Despite the significant amount of 
people who go camping, not all camp-
ing trips go well. Animals sometimes eat 
campers’ food. Hikers get lost. It rains 
for the entire vacation.  Staff and stu-
dents at Perry can relate. They’ve faced 
hilarious challenges while braving the 
outdoors.

Kris Brennan, art teacher,  re-
members a horrifying camping encoun-
ter on an “all girls camping trip” with her 
two daughters and family friends.

On the first night, someone left an 
opened fruit snack wrapper outside the 
tent.

After Brennan cuddled up in her 
tent with her two girls and fell asleep, 
she remembered waking up to a rustling 
inside the tent. Sitting up, she discov-
ered an unwelcome visitor— a medium-
sized racoon. 

She called out for help from her 
friend in the next tent.

The friend, however, didn’t want to 
get up; she was hurting from a horrible 
sunburn. She mumbled half-hearted ad-
vice:

“Make some noise,” which Bren-
nan already tried. Eventually, the rac-
coon scrambled from the safe confines 
of of Brennan’s tent, and she decided— 
after just one day and night of camp-
ing—  that they were leaving tomorrow. 
The art teacher hasn’t been camping 
since. 

Connor Cross, a junior, remem-
bers when he went camping in fifth 
grade with some close friends. The boys 
discovered a “mudslide, that was really 
just a cliff.” 

Cross and his four friends made 
some modifications that included add-
ing more mud and clay to make it more 
slippery. After this is when the real fun 
began:

they began sliding and jumping 
down the “mudslide cliff.” The boys cut 
and bruised themselves on the rocks 
and sticks hidden under the thick mud.

They dealt with that OK, but also 
hiding were tiny, black salamanders, 

which began crawling all over their bod-
ies. They didn’t scream or run.

Instead, in the midst of all the 
chaos, the 10- and 11-year-olds began 
stabbing the small creatures with sticks 
in order to get them off each other. 

Stephanie Gerrish, a junior, re-
calls a camping trip involving a bet. Ger-
rish had gone camping with a friend and 
their family. At the time, they were fish-
ing in a lake down the street from the 
campsite. 

Her friend’s uncle turned to Gerrish 
and bet her $20 that she wouldn’t eat a 
worm from the bait container.

“Because I was my competitive 
self,” Stephanie joked, “I took one of the 
worms from the bait box and swallowed 
it whole.” 

The worm was still alive and wig-
gling in her mouth.

“It was the most disgusting thing 
ever,” she said. She chugged an entire 
drink, vomited in the lake, and then ran 
back to the campsite for more water. 

After telling the story, something 
dawned on Gerrish. “I never even got 
my money,” she protested.

By Adam Crozier
As an anchor bowler, senior Alex 

‘Captain’ Morgan bowls last with cal-
culated movements and sends his ball 
home. A satisfying crack reverberates 
throughout the alley when 16 greenish 
black polyurethane pounds collide with 
12 pins. 

The bowling season started Oct. 
26 for Morgan, and his teammates, 
which include  seniors Nathan Dearth, 
Ethan Hardcastle and Nick Vaux; ju-
niors Britton Brown, Kaitlyn Egan and 
Alexia Gill; and freshmen Averie Mc-
Cullough and Antonio Gill. 

While sports teams are often com-
pared to families, the PMHS bowling 
team has the literal makings of one.

Aside from the Gill siblings, Mor-
gan’s father, Stephen Morgan, is the 
coach. Stephen Morgan said he thinks 
the team will win more than it loses, but 
said considering state competition is 
premature. 

Like any high school sport, bowl-
ing has sectionals and regional games 
to win first. 

The bowling club’s record, as of 
Nov. 14, was 3-1.

Indeed, there’s more to the pro-
cess than throwing strikes and spares. 
Captain calls it ”preparation.” Before 
shots, he dries his hands off with a little 
powder ball, holding his hands to the air 
to eliminate moisture. Next, he begins 

the approach to the alley, setting his 
feet. 

“I slide my first step and step the 
rest,” he said. “On my second step I 
push the ball away and begin the swing 
of my arm. I open up the shoulders and 
hand on my third and fourth step. On 
my last step I slide and pull everything 
closed so that it is square with the foul 
line.”

 When Captain throws the ball, 
his thumb comes out of it straight and 
his index and middle fingers exit at an 
angle. This causes the ball to spin the 
way it does. 

“It’s a relatively fast approach so 
I don’t have enough time to stop my 
walk,” he said. “But I try to compensate 
when I feel something is off. When I 
don’t think about what to do, I throw a 
bad shot.”

In competition, Perry bowlers use 
a version of the Petersen Point System 
in which  each bowler competes with the 
bowler opposite him or her on the roster. 
The higher-scoring player receives one 
point for the team. 

And the team with the most points 
per game receives an additional five 
points. Everyone plays two games. Five 
of the nine teammates compete per 
match on a given night.

Morgan bowled a two-game 501, 
while Vaux scored 441 points at the 
Shelbyville match, which Perry won, 

12-8. 
“I‘d say this team has the strongest 

bond I’ve ever had in bowling,” 
Vaux said. “This year I definitely 

agree that’s why this will be the best 
year for me and maybe the whole team.”

But after two consecutive wins of 
the season, the team lost to Franklin 
Community on Nov. 6. 

Morgan estimated his play was 50 
points below average, so poor the coach 
pulled him out after the first game. 

They came back to win 20-0 
against Lutheran at Greenfield's Strike 
Force Lanes on Nov. 9. 

Despite that victory, Captain Mor-
gan demands more of himself in prac-
tice. 

Working at a bowling alley provides 
Captain increased ball time. He can be 
on the clock and sneak off to perfect his 
craft during slow business hours.

The team competed Nov. 15 after 
the FOCUS deadline. This game was 
scored in a different way. Instead of the 
Petersen Point System, Falcons were 
subjected to the Baker System. 

Placing more of an emphasis on 
team contribution, bowlers alternate 
frames. 

The first athlete up bowls the first 
frame. The second bowls the second 
frame continuing until the five players 
have gone twice, equating 10 frames.


